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Is there any advantage to registering my copyright in a program? 

by Lawrence Rosen 

Registering a copyright is a simple and inexpensive process.  The procedure is well-
documented in Circular 61, Copyright Registration for Computer Programs, available from the 
Library of Congress.   For further information, go to http://www.loc.gov/copyright/circs/circ61.pdf. 

Registration is not a condition of copyright protection.  However, there are several 
advantages to registering your work: 

• Registration establishes a public record of the copyright claim. 

• Before an infringement suit may be filed in court, registration is necessary for works of 
U. S. origin. 

• If made before or within 5 years of publication, registration will establish prima facie 
evidence in court of the validity of the copyright and of the facts stated in the 
certificate. 

• If registration is made within 3 months after publication of the work or prior to an 
infringement of the work, statutory damages and attorney's fees will be available to 
the copyright owner in court actions. Otherwise, only an award of actual damages and 
profits is available to the copyright owner. 

• Registration allows the owner of the copyright to record the registration with the U. S. 
Customs Service for protection against the importation of infringing copies. 

You may register your copyright anytime within the life of the copyright. 

Lawrence Rosen is an attorney in private practice in Redwood City, California (www.rosenlaw.com).  He is also executive 
director and general counsel for Open Source Initiative, which manages and promotes the Open Source Definition 
(www.opensource.org). 

Legal advice must be provided in the course of an attorney-client relationship specifically with reference to all the 
facts of a particular situation and the law of your jurisdiction.  Even though an attorney wrote this article, the 
information in this article must not be relied upon as a substitute for obtaining specific legal advice from a 
licensed attorney. 


